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Photo: Patsy's wool socks for sale, Trout River, 
photo courtesy John MacDermid. 


Living, Everyday Traditions 


It is not only inherited “old” traditions which comprise ICH but also the 
contemporary rural and urban customs and traditions practiced by our diverse 


cultural groups and incorporated into contemporary expression. 


Our communities value these everyday traditions, which are learned by doing. 
They are passed along not only over time from generation to generation, but 


also shared between groups across space. 


Youth and ICH 


The provincial ICH strategy recognizes, as a guiding principle, that the inclusion 
of multiple voices, including those of youth, is important in all work relating to 
Intangible Cultural Heritage. ICH is kept alive and is relevant to a culture when it 
is regularly practised, and learned within communities and between generations. 
One of the key areas we must address as our work with ICH continues is 
the inclusion of youth in our thinking, planning, and celebration of our living 
traditions. Communities should attempt to connect cultural leaders with youth 


and children to ensure the intergenerational sharing of ICH. 


Photos: Left: Sirapong Kwanksew of Thailand making a banner, photo courtesy Sharing Our Cultures; Middle: Chinese Lion 
Dance at the Avalon Dragons Boat Launch, photo courtesy Heather Patey; Right: “Threading the Needle” at the 
Newfoundland and Labrador Folk Festival, photo courtesy Heather Patey. 
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Where do we start? 


¢ Compile a list of traditions and customs in your community; 
e Identify the tradition-bearers and elders in your area; 


e Think about what traditions, customs or knowledge are under the 
greatest pressure or threat; 


e Celebrate and include ICH at a local festival or gathering; or, 


e Request an ICH workshop from the Heritage Foundation of Newfoundland 
and Labrador. 


Online Resources 


Heritage Foundation of Newfoundland and Labrador 
www.heritagenl.ca 


United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) ICH Website 
www.unesco.org/culture/ich 


Memorial University Folklore Department 
www.mun.ca/folklore 


Digital Archives Initiative 
collections.mun.ca 


Photos: Commissariat House, St. John’s, courtesy Provincial Historic Sites/Dave Hebbard; Hebert Heffern making a birch broom, Bonavista, photo courtesy 
Association of Heritage Industries; Marcela Certuche and Margarita Palmera Nunez from Colombia performing the Cumbia dance, photo courtesy Sharing 
Our Cultures; Elder and young woman with ulu, photo courtesy Department of Tourism, Culture and Recreation/Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Program. 


Photos: Top: Labrador caribou skin work, photo courtesy 
Department of Tourism, Culture and Recreation / 
Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Program; Bottom: 
Young janneys, Christmas in Mainbrook, photo 
courtesy Hoodie Rowlings. 


Our Mission 


The Heritage Foundation of Newfoundland and Labrador (HFNL) was established 
in 1984 to preserve the architectural heritage of the province. In 2008, HFNL 
was the organization chosen to lead and implement the province's Intangible 
Cultural Heritage Strategy, available online on our website. 


Our mission is to safeguard and sustain the Intangible Cultural Heritage of 
Newfoundland and Labrador for present and future generations everywhere, 
as a vital part of the identities of Newfoundlanders and Labradorians, and as 
a valuable collection of unique knowledge and customs. This will be achieved 
through policies that support initiatives that will celebrate, record, disseminate 
and promote our living heritage and help to build bridges between diverse 
cultural groups within and outside Newfoundland and Labrador. 
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